Abused Children Devotional
A group of miners were in a mine shaft when it collapsed.  One miner was separated from the others by the debris.  He was alive but painfully injured.  Because of the collapse, he was sealed off from the world outside.  Having grown up in the mining community, he knew that after a collapse, the community would all come out in a rescue attempt.  So, he waited, confident that they would come after him.

Several days passed, and he could no longer hear the rescue attempts on the outside.  In a panic, he remembered that when the people were convinced that no one survived a collapse, they would seal off the mine and move on to another site.

He searched in the darkness and came upon his shovel.  Searching some more, he found a pipe that went to the surface.  He began to hit the pipe with the shovel – “clang!” “clang!” “clang!”  With each “clang!,” he sent the message “I’m here,”  “I’m alive! Is anyone out there? Does anyone care?”

Several more days passed, and a rescue worker uncovered a pipe in the rubble.  Through it, he heard the faint “clang!” “clang!” “clang!” coming from below.  

Immediately, he picked up a shovel and repeatedly hit the pipe, sending the message with each “clang!” – “I’m here.”  “I hear you!”  “I’ll help you!”  “I care!”

Abused and neglected children have been forced to grow up much too fast.  Inside, sometimes very deep inside, there is still a small child sending up faint messages, “I’m here!  I’m alive!  Is anyone out there?  Does anyone care?”

Through Royal Family Kids’ Camp, we are sending that small child a signal, “We’re here!  We hear you!  We’ll help you!  We care!”

In your groups, please discuss the following questions…

1. How are abused children like the miner in the story?

2. If we can bring that “small child” back to the surface, what kind of difference might it make in the lives of the children God brings us?  

3. How can we ensure that the children get the message, “We’re here!  We hear you!  We’ll help you!  We care!” during the week of camp?

4. How has God been preparing you for “such a time as this?”

5. What will you commit to doing for the next 30 days to prepare your heart to minister to these children?

