Spotlight Effect

Object Lesson

Time
20 minutes


Description
This object lesson teaches that when God shines His favor on us, it blesses other people around us, as well.  It uses the story of Joseph to illustrate this principle.

Scriptures

· Genesis 39:1-6, 40:20-23, 41:46-49

· Matthew 5:14-16
Materials
· Powerful flashlight or spotlight

Preparation
· Make sure you can get the room dark with the lights turned off.  You may need to cover up some windows or pull the blinds.

· Make sure that flashlight/spotlight is fully charged or has new batteries.  You want a powerful beam of light for the whole lesson.

· Practice the script.

Procedure
Use the following script (or modify to suit your needs):

· “When you look at the life of Joseph in the Bible, one of the things you will notice is that he blessed those around him.”

· “Joseph had a hard early life.  His brothers hated him so much that they sold him into slavery, but even in slavery, Joseph blessed others.”  (Have a volunteer read Genesis 39:1-6)
· “It says that ‘the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph’ and ‘The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field…’”

· “Just having Joseph in his house was a blessing to Potiphar.”

· “Because Joseph followed God, God blessed him. And because God blessed Joseph, everyone around him was blessed.”

· “But Joseph’s misfortune wasn’t over.  He was wrongly accused of a crime, and Potiphar threw him into prison.”

· “It wasn’t fair for an innocent man to be arrested, but even in prison, Joseph blessed those around him.”  (Have volunteer read Genesis 40:20-23.)
· “The prison warden didn’t have to worry about anything while Joseph was there.  Joseph took care of everything, and God blessed all the work of his hands.”

· “Finally, Joseph was released from prison, and God rewarded him for his continued trust and obedience by making him the second highest official in all of Egypt.”

· “In this role, too, Joseph blessed those around him.”  (Have volunteer read Genesis 41:46-49.)
· “Joseph was in charge of saving food in preparation for a famine, and God blessed him so much that Joseph couldn’t even keep records of how much food he had saved.”

· “He was able to save all of Egypt and neighboring countries from starving to death.”

· “So, let me give you a picture of what was happening with Joseph.”  

· “To do this, I’m going to need to turn off the lights, but I’ll have this flashlight/spotlight on.”  (Turn on flashlight/spotlight, and ask a volunteer to turn off the lights.)
· “Let’s say this flashlight/spotlight is God’s favor.”

· “And, let’s say this is Joseph.” (Pick a kid in the audience who is close to other kids.)
· “Because Joseph was always doing his best to be obedient to the Lord, God’s favor was always on him.”  (Hold flashlight/spotlight above volunteer’s head so that the light shines down on him/her.)
· “Notice that while ‘Joseph’ is getting most of the light of God’s favor, there is still some that spills over onto those around him.”  (Point out kids that are also in the light.)
· “We can call this the ‘Spotlight Effect.’ When God shines His light on you, it ends up blessing more than just you – it blesses everyone around you!”

· “Wherever Joseph goes, he takes God’s favor with him.”  (Have volunteer get up and slowly move around the room to be closer to other kids.  Follow him/her with the flashlight/spotlight.)
· “When Joseph was working for Potiphar, Potiphar’s entire house was blessed!”

· “When Joseph was in prison, the whole prison was blessed!”

· “When Joseph was the prime minister of Egypt, all the land of Egypt and all the surrounding nations were blessed!”

· “That brings up another point.  As God shines His light on you, He will lift you up so that you can provide light for more and more people.” (Have ‘Joseph’ volunteer sit on the floor near some other kids.  Shine the flashlight/spotlight on him/her just above his/her head, and point out how the light touches just a few people.  Then have ‘Joseph’ stand, and raise the flashlight/spotlight.  Point out how the light now touches even more people.  Then, thank your volunteer, and have the lights turned back on.  Leave the flashlight/spotlight on.)
· “Jesus talks about this in the New Testament.”  (Have volunteer read Matthew 5:14-16.)
· “Jesus is saying that we are supposed to be a light in a dark place (the world), and He will put us on a stand – up high where we can give light to everyone around us.” 

· “That’s exactly what He did with Joseph.  God raised him up to the second-highest position in Egypt so that the light of God’s favor could bless many people and save many lives.”

· “Now, here’s something interesting.  How many of you knew that I never turned off the flashlight/spotlight?”  (Listen for responses.)
· “Right!  It’s still on!  You see, God blesses us in good times and in bad times.”  (Shine light back on ‘Joseph’ volunteer.)
· “During good times, it’s like all the lights are on, so not many people may notice God’s favor on us.”

· “But during bad times, it’s like the lights go out for people.”  (Have volunteer turn out lights.)
· “That’s when everyone notices where God’s favor is!”  

· “It becomes so obvious who God is blessing when the lights go out.”

· “When all of Egypt was facing starvation, everyone could tell that Joseph was really blessed by God, because He had the wisdom and the skills to save all the peoples’ lives.”

· “Once God has His light on us, He will sometimes let the lights go out (bad times happen) in order to get their attention.”

· “That’s when people will start coming to you to find out why you’ve got so much blessing in your life, and that’s when you can tell them about your love for Jesus.”

· “Oh, but there’s something you’ve got to remember.”

· “You’ve got to stay inside God’s light if you want to have His favor and be able to bless others.”

· “Let me show you what I mean.”  (Ask the ‘Joseph’ volunteer to take a step out of the light, but don’t follow him/her this time.)
· “It’s possible for you to step out of God’s favor and blessings by sinning.”

· “If Joseph had not been so obedient to God during his time with Potiphar and in the prison, he would not have had God’s light on him.”

· “You’ve got to stay in the center of God’s blessings and favor by doing what He tells you to do in the Bible.”  (Thank volunteer again, and have the lights turned on.  You can turn off the flashlight/spotlight at this point.)
· “So there it is!  The ‘Spotlight Effect!’”

· “Follow God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, and His blessings will follow you wherever you go!”

