Reflecting God’s Glory

Object Lesson

Time
10-15 minutes


Description
This object lesson teaches that we have no light of our own but that we are called to reflect God’s light to the world.  It uses the story of Moses’ glowing face when he came down from Mount Sinai after meeting with God to make the point that the more time we spend with God, the more we will reflect His glory.
Audience

· Children, Youth, Adults

Scriptures

· Exodus 34:29-35

· Matthew 5:14-16

· John 8:12

· 2 Corinthians 3:18
Materials

· Small mirrors or other reflective surfaces (at least 5-6, but you may want more if you want the entire audience to participate)
· A bright light source and power to make it work (a large flashlight or lamp would work)

· A barrier behind which you will hide the light source (It should hide the light source from the audience.)

· Something (or someone) that can hold the light source steady and point it toward the front of the room.
· Anything you need to darken the room (You will need to block light coming from windows, doors and artificial light sources.)

· Bible
Preparation
· Set up the barrier near the front of the room but off to the side.  It should allow the light source to show toward the front of the room but be concealed to all other parts of the room.
· Set up the light source and angle the light so that it points toward the front of the room.  Turn the light on before you begin your lesson.
· Block light coming from any other light source (but leave the lights on until the appropriate time to turn them off in your lesson).

· Ask someone to turn off the lights for you when you give the signal.

· Set the mirrors or reflective surfaces near the front of the room where you can access them easily.

· Practice the script.

Procedure
Use the following script and instructions (or modify to suit your needs):

· “One of the most important things we can do as Christians is to give glory to God.”
· “In the book of Exodus (2nd book of the Bible in the OT), it tells the story of Moses when he came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets that had the ‘Ten Commandments’ on them.”  (Have someone read Exodus 34:29-35.)
· “Because Moses had been spending so much time with God up on the mountain, when he came down, his face glowed with the glory of the Lord!”

· “It was so bright that the Israelites were afraid of Moses at first, and he had to put a veil over his face when he talked to them.”
· “Paul talks about this story in 2 Corinthians 3:18 (have someone read the Scripture), but he says we should act differently than Moses.”

· “We shouldn’t put a veil over God’s glory; we should let it reflect off of us as brightly as possible.”

· “In fact, he says that as we are being transformed to look more and more like Jesus, we will reflect more and more of God’s glory.”

· “It’s important to remember, though, that this glory isn’t from us.”

· “We don’t have any light of our own.”

· “All our light is reflected light from God.”

· “We should be like this mirror.”  (Hold up a mirror to show the audience.)
· “How much light does the mirror emit by itself?”  (Acknowledge responses, and lead them to the correct answer if they get it wrong.)
· “The truth is that the mirror cannot create light; it can only reflect light.”

· “Let me show you what I mean.”  (Have your volunteer turn off the lights.  Be careful not to angle your mirror toward your hidden light source.  You don’t want it to reflect any light yet.)
· “What happened?”  (Acknowledge responses.)
· “When the lights went out, you couldn’t really see the mirror anymore.”

· “Why is that?”  (Acknowledge responses, and guide them toward the right answer – it doesn’t emit any light of its own.)
· “The mirror only reflects – it doesn’t create light.”

· “But who has noticed that there is a light source somewhere in the room?”  (Acknowledge responses.)
· “Right!  There is a light coming from over there!”

· “Now, none of you can actually see the light source, but you can see the evidence of the light source.”

· “What I mean is that you don’t know what is actually making the light, but you can see what it does – it makes things brighter and better.”

· “God is like that for most of the people in the world.”

· “We can’t see Him, but we can see what He does – He makes things brighter and better.”

· “He pushes back darkness and shines His glory in the world.”

· “Most people don’t know what the Light Source of the world is, but Christians do!”

· “If you are a Christian, you know where the light in the world comes from; it comes from Jesus.”

· “In John 8:12, Jesus tells us, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”

· “That’s pretty cool – we’ll have the light of life and won’t walk in darkness.”  (Angle your mirror so that it catches the light, but point the light away from the audience.)
· “But we aren’t supposed to just keep the light for ourselves.”

· “Jesus was the light in the world while He was here on earth, but now He has gone back to heaven, and no one can see Him.”

· “That’s why he tells His followers in Matthew 5:14, ‘You are the light of the world.’” (Have someone read Matthew 5:14-16.)
· “He tells them, ‘Let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.’”

· “We can’t keep this light to ourselves – we have to let it shine!”  (Angle your mirror so that the light falls on someone in the audience.)
· “Here’s what’s great!  When you let the light of Jesus shine on someone, there’s a good chance that they will want see that light for themselves.”  (Invite the person you shined the light on to come to the front of the room.  Give him or her a mirror, and show him or her how to catch the light and angle it toward someone else in the audience.)
· “If they do, then they will start to reflect the light of Jesus in the world, and the person they shine it on might want to see the Light Source for himself/herself.”  (Invite the person your volunteer shined the light on to come get a mirror and repeat the process.  You can do this as many times as you would like to multiply the number of people shining the light of Jesus.)
· “How cool is this!”

· “By shining the light of Jesus out into the world, we help people recognize how much God loves them.”

· “When people know how much God loves them, they usually will want to see the Light Source for themselves.”

· “But we can’t keep the light to ourselves.”  (Have all the mirror-holders angle their mirrors away from the audience.)
· “That would be selfish and disobedient to what God has asked us to do, and no one would know how much God loves them.”  (Have them angle their mirrors back toward the audience and move them around so that the light dances around the room.)
· “Jesus tells us how we can reflect His light.”

· “He says in Matthew 14-16 that when we do good deeds because of our love of God, His light will reflect off of us, and people will praise God.”

· “So we’ve got to find ways to do good things for people who don’t know God.”
· “Right now, I want you to quickly think of one good thing you could do for someone (especially someone who doesn’t know God).”

· “Tell the person next to you what you thought of.”  (Allow a few moments for them to share their idea.)
· “Who will actually go and do what you thought of?”  (Acknowledge responses.)
· “Excellent!  That is how we can reflect God’s glory in the world!!”  (Thank your volunteers, and let them return to their seats as you have your volunteer turn the lights back on.)
