God Doesn’t Waste Anything

Object Lesson

Time
10-15 minutes

Audience

Children, Teens, Adults

Description
This object lesson teaches about how God brings good things out of bad and uses the metaphor of turning lemons into lemonade.  
Scriptures

· Romans 8:28
· Galatians 5:22
Materials
· Several cow patties if you can find them.  If you can’t, use a bag of fertilizer and just explain that many fertilizers include animal waste.
· A pot of fragrant flowers
· A piece of fruit that most people would enjoy eating
Preparation
· Lay out materials for the lesson.
· Practice the script.
Procedure
Use the following script (or modify to suit your needs):

· “Who knows what this is?”  (Hold up dry cow patty.)
· “Right?  It’s a cow patty.”  (Pass it around to kids.)
· “Now, it doesn’t smell too bad right now, but who has ever smelled a fresh one?” (Acknowledge responses.)
· “They’re stinky, aren’t they?”
· “So, you probably wouldn’t go around smelling them, would you?”
· “But would you smell this?”  (Hold up flowers in a pot.)
· “Sure, because it smells good, right?”
· “Did you know that this (hold up another cow patty) was used to make this (hold up flowers) smell so good?”
· “How did that happen?”  (Take responses until someone mentions fertilizer.)
· “Right!  Cow manure is one of the most common ways to fertilize plants and flowers.”
· “How many of you would eat this?”  (Hold up cow patty.)
· “But would you eat this?”  (Hold up fruit.)

· “Believe it or not, there’s some of this (hold up cow patty) in this (hold up fruit).”
· “God made it so that plants and flowers take the nutrients out of the manure and reuse them to help the fruit and the flowers grow.”
· “God doesn’t waste anything.  He even takes bad stuff (hold up cow patty) and turns it into good stuff (hold up or point to fruit and flowers).”
· “If God can do that with cow poop, He can do that with the bad stuff in your life, too.”
· “Some of the stuff that happens to us really stinks, but God will use it to do good stuff in our lives so that we come out smelling like a rose.”
· “He can use those bad things to create fruit in our lives like the fruit He talks about in the Bible.”  (Have volunteer read Galatians 5:22).
· “So, whatever bad stuff happens in your life, give it to God to use as fertilizer, and He will bring good fruit out of it.”  (Have volunteer read Romans 8:28.)
· “God will use everything to bless you if you trust Him with it!”  (You can use the Rhyme Time below to reinforce the lesson.)
Rhyme Time

If we trust Him and obey, God makes bad things go OUR way!
