Connect Four Sin Solution

Object Lesson

Time

15 minutes


Description
This object lesson demonstrates that the blood of Jesus paid for our sins – those we have done and those we have yet to do.  It uses the Connect Four ® game by Milton Bradley.

Audience

Children, youth, adults

Materials

· Connect Four game

· Two sets of black checkers  (Note: you may want to avoid the use of black checkers as a symbol for sin.  It can sometimes send the wrong message to children of color.  Most other colors will work if you can find them.)

· One red checker

· Bag

· Optional – 18 white checkers and 24 red checkers – only if you want to make the heart shape at the end
Preparation
· Put all the black checkers into the bag.  Only use enough so that the black checkers can fill all but one space on the Connect Four ® frame.  (Leave one spot empty for a red checker.)
· Put the red checker into your pocket.
· Set up the Connect Four ® frame (with no checkers in it).
· Practice the script.
Procedure
Use the following script (or modify to suit your needs):

· “This is a Connect Four ® game.  How many of you have played this game before?”   (Look for responses.)
· “Well we are going to use the game to teach us something about God and how He has dealt with sin.”  (Invite a volunteer to come help you demonstrate.)
· “The frame for the game represents your heart.”

· “The black checkers will represent sin, and the red checkers will represent the blood of Christ.”

· “I’ve put checkers into this bag, and I want you to draw them out and put them into the frame.”  (Have volunteer draw out the first checker.  As he/she drops it into the frame, mention a sin that kids his/her age might commit.  Each time he/she drops a black checker in, mention a new sin.   Some are suggested below.)
· Told a lie.
· Stole something from a friend.
· Picked on a younger kid.
· Fought with my brother.
· Didn’t tell my sister about the candy Mom bought for us.
· Never apologized for yelling at friend.
· Didn’t do my homework.
· Stayed up past my bedtime.
· Said something mean to my mom.
· Used something without asking.
· Pretended I was sick.
· Didn’t do my chores.
· Spent my offering on a Coke.
· Dented the car with my bike.
· Forgot to feed the dog.
· Showed disrespect to my teacher.
· Cheated on a test.
· Ate an extra desert when Dad wasn’t looking.
· (After the volunteer has put in 20 or so black checkers, secretly drop the red checker into the bag so that he/she will draw it out soon.  When the volunteer draws the red checker and drops it in, stop him/her and remind everyone that it represents the blood of Christ.)
· “Remember, the red checker represents the blood of Christ.”

· “This is important, because the Bible says that the blood of Christ washes us of all our sin.” 

· “Let’s look at a few Scriptures.”  (Ask volunteers to read Matthew 26:28, Romans 5:9, Ephesians 2:13, Hebrews 9:22, 1 John 1:7-9.)
· “The blood of Christ earns us forgiveness, it justifies us and saves us from God’s wrath, it brings us near to God, and it purifies us from all sin.”

· “That’s powerful stuff!”

· “So, here’s a picture of what the blood of Christ does for our hearts when we accept Jesus as our Savior.”  (Show the volunteer how to trigger the release at the bottom of the frame so that all the dominoes spill out.)
· “Our hearts become completely new!  Cleaned out of all that sin!”

· “It’s like getting a fresh start.  All our past sin is gone.”

· “But you know us…even when we are Christians, we still sin sometimes.”  (Close the release at the bottom of the frame, and have volunteer begin to put black checkers back in.) 

· “We can’t lose our salvation, but each time we sin, the sin takes the place in our hearts where Jesus should be.”

· “Hopefully, we should be sinning less often now, so our hearts don’t fill up as fast.”

· “But you don’t need to wait for it to fill up, because Jesus’ blood didn’t just pay for the sins we did in the past.  It pays for the ones we haven’t even done yet.”  (Have volunteer add the red checker and then release all the checkers from the bottom.)
· “Each time you sin, it’s paid for already.  The only problem is, all those sins hurt your relationship with God.”  (Have volunteer add black checkers back in after closing the release at the bottom.)
· “As quickly as you realize you have sinned, ask God for forgiveness so that you can make your relationship healthy again.”  (Have volunteer add a red checker and then release all the checkers one last time.  Thank and dismiss volunteer.)
· “It’s that easy!  But it’s even better if we remember what Jesus did for us and don’t get into sin in the first place.”  (OPTIONAL: As you are saying this, add red checkers to the frame (seal the bottom first) in the pattern of a heart.  See image below.  You will need a few white checkers to go under the red ones in a few columns.)
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