	The 7 Churches of the Book of Revelation

	TYPE OF CHURCH
	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES
	INSTRUCTION
	WARNING
	PROMISE



	Ephesus
(Revelation 2:1-7)
Passionless
	Work hard, Persevere, Don’t tolerate wicked people, Test those who claim to be Christian teachers, Endure hardship for Jesus’ name, Do not grow weary, Hate the practices of those who tempt Christians to be immoral
	Have abandoned the love they originally had
	Repent and do the things they did at first.
	If they do not repent, Jesus will come and remove their “lampstand” 

(church, authority, light to the world, representation of Christ) from its place.


	Jesus will give those who are victorious the right to eat from the Tree of Life, which is in the paradise of God.

	Smyrna
(Revelation 2:8-11)
Persecuted
	Endure slander, suffering & poverty but are spiritually rich
	None
	Do not be afraid of what they are about to suffer.  Remain faithful even when facing prison, persecution or death.
	None
	Jesus will give those who are victorious the Crown of Life.  They will not be hurt by the second death.

	Pergamum
(Revelation 2:12-17)

Worldly
	Show loyalty to Christ, Refuse to deny Him even when going through trials
	Some follow worldly ways and false teachers
	Repent!
	If they do not repent, Jesus will come and fight against them with the sword of His mouth (His Word).
	Jesus will give those who are victorious hidden manna and a white stone with a new name on it, known only to the one who receives it.

	Thyatira
(Revelation 2:18-29)
Compromising
	Demonstrate good deeds, love, faith, service and perseverance, Do more now than they did in the beginning (improving)
	Tolerate false prophets and immorality related to sex, money and power
	Judgment is coming. Repent.  To those who aren’t deceived by the false prophets and who aren’t involved in immorality, hold on to what they have until Jesus comes.
	If they do not repent, Jesus will make the false prophets and their followers suffer intensely.  He will strike the followers dead and repay each according to his/her deeds.
	Jesus will give those who are victorious authority over the nations and a gift of the Morning Star.

	Sardis
(Revelation 3:1-6)
Spiritually Dead
	Some keep themselves pure.


	Have a reputation for being alive, but the church is dead.

Jesus has found their deeds unfinished.
	Wake up! Strengthen what little remains and is about to die.

Remember what they have seen and heard, hold it tightly and repent.
	If they do not wake up (and repent), Jesus will come like a thief, and they will not know at what time He will come to them.
	The faithful will walk with Jesus, dressed in white.  Those who are victorious will also be dressed in white and not be blotted out of the Book of Life.  Jesus will acknowledge their names before His Father and the angels.

	Philadelphia
(Revelation 3:7-13)
Spiritually Alive
	Have little strength, but keep the Word of Jesus and do not deny His name. Keep His command to endure patiently.
	None
	Hold on to what they have so that no one will take their crown.
	None
	Jesus has placed before them an open door that no one can shut.  He will keep them from the hour of trial that is coming to test the whole world. Jesus is coming soon. He will make those who are victorious a pillar in the temple of His God, and they will never leave it. Jesus will write on them the name of His God and the name of the city of His God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from His God; and He will also write on them His new name.

	Laodicea
(Revelation 3:14-22)
Complacent
	None
	They are neither cold nor hot but lukewarm (not useful in any way for God’s purposes – like the poor quality water in Laodicea that neither refreshed, like the cold water of Colossae, or healed, like the hot water of Heirapolis, two nearby cities). They rely on riches but don’t realize their wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked condition.
	Stop trusting in their own riches, and rely fully on Jesus.  “Buy” treasure from Jesus (through good deeds done with good motives), so that they can become spiritually rich and the white clothes (of Jesus’ righteousness) to cover their nakedness, and an anointing salve to put on their eyes so that they won’t be spiritually blind.  Be earnest and repent. 
	If they do not repent, Jesus is about to spit them out of His mouth.  Those Jesus loves, He rebukes and disciplines.
	Jesus stands at the door (of their church / of their hearts) and knocks. If anyone hears His voice and opens the door, He will come in and eat (fellowship) with that person, and they with Him. He will invite those who are victorious to sit with Him on His throne.


