The Amazing Journey

The Dignity of Queen Vashti


SCENARIOS
(READ THESE PARAGRAPHS OUT LOUD.)  

The world often offers us “crowns” (rewards, status, recognition, privileges, benefits, fame, reputation, money…), but there is usually a cost.  In order to earn or keep the crown, we might have to sacrifice our dignity.  Our dignity is our self-respect.  We keep our dignity by making choices that honor God, ourselves and others.  We lose it when we trade it for the different “crowns” that the world offers us.

Queen Vashti had to make that choice.  She could keep her crown and stay queen of Persia, or she could keep her dignity.  It was probably a very difficult choice for her, but she chose to give up the crown that the world offered her so that she could continue to respect herself.  While she lost the power, the position, the comfort, the luxury and the wealth that came with being queen, she kept something much more important and lasting.  For that reason, she is one of the little-known heroes (heroines) of the Bible, and she provides a challenge for us to make tough choices when we are offered the “crowns” of the world.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Pass out one “Crown / Dignity” card to each of the kids.

2. Read the scenarios one at a time to a different child each time.  There are enough scenarios for 10 children.

3. Then tell them what “crown” is being offered to them in the choice. (2nd column)

4. Read both the “Crown Choice” and the “Dignity Choice,” and ask them which choice they would like to make.  (Make sure that they know that if they choose the “Dignity Choice,” they are probably giving up the “Crown That the World Offers.”)

5. Have the child indicate his or her choice by flipping the “Crown / Dignity” card so that the one he or she chooses is face up before him.

6. Do this for each child until all have had a chance to choose.

7. For any of the children who chose to keep their dignity, give them a small reward at the end of the activity.

8. Do the debriefing questions located on the back of the “Challenge Card.”
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	1. Some new friends have said that you can be part of their group only if you steal something from a local store to show that you are cool enough.
	Belonging to the group and having really cool friends
	Steal something.
	Find another, better group of friends that won’t ask you to steal.

	2. You’ve noticed that the coolest people at school wear clothes that either show a lot of skin or that have inappropriate comments or pictures on them.
	Being cool, and getting attention from others.
	Find a way to get clothes just like these.
	Wear more modest clothing without the inappropriate comments or pictures.

	3. One of your friends is talking about all the cool stuff he got to do over the summer.  Your summer was pretty lame compared to his, and you are thinking of lying about what you did to make it sound better than it really was.
	Looking important in front of your friends.
	Tell the lie.
	Tell the truth or choose not to say anything instead of telling a lie.

	4. You got a bad grade on an art project, and you feel bad about it.  Your friend’s art is actually really good, but you are about to tell him it looks stupid, because it might make you feel better about yours.
	Putting others down so that you can feel better about yourself.
	Tell your friend that his artwork looks stupid.
	Put your bad feelings aside, and tell your friend how good his project looks.

	5. You are one of the smartest kids in school, but the other kids make fun of you when you get good grades.  Maybe you should stop getting the right answers on the tests so that you can be just a regular student.
	Fitting in so that others will accept you.
	Intentionally mark some of the answers wrong on your next test.
	Be yourself, keep getting good grades and be thankful to God that He made you smart.
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	6. You said something that made another kid mad.  Now she is saying terrible things about you and your family, and you feel like saying something really mean that you know about her.
	Getting revenge.
	Say terrible things about her family – even worse than what she is saying about you.
	Sincerely apologize, and walk away.

	7. A friend has some songs on his mp3 player that use lots of bad words and sing about things that are too old for you.
	Doing whatever we want to do even when it doesn’t bring God glory.
	Ask him if you can listen, and sing along with the songs.
	Choose to only listen to songs with good lyrics.

	8. A friend just told you that she got the answers to tomorrow’s difficult math test from her older sister.  The teacher uses the same test every year!
	Cheating to get a good grade.
	Use the answers so that you can make a good grade on the test.
	Study without the answers and try to pass the test on your own.

	9. After gym class, you found John’s iPod on the bench.  There is no one around, so no one would know if you put it in your bag.
	Getting something for free.
	Take the iPod.
	Find John, and return his iPod to him.

	10. Your parents told you to divide up the candy so that all your brothers and sisters got the same amount.  You are tempted to give yourself more than the others.
	Getting the most.
	Give yourself the most candy.
	Divide it equally. If someone has to get less than the others, choose to take less for yourself and not even mention it.


